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The Common Sense Guide to Medicare: 
3 Easy Steps to Avoid Incurring Higher Medicare Premiums due to Missed Deadlines

Now, before you turn 65, please take the time to review the following checklist of things to do as 
you prepare to enroll in Medicare coverage. As you complete each task, check the box next to it.

Begin reading about Medicare benefits – what’s covered, 
what Medicare pays and what you’ll be expected to pay:

Part A (Hospital Insurance) and 
Part B (Medical Insurance)

	 •	 Medicare provides this coverage

	 •	 You have your choice of doctors
	 •	 Generally, Medicare Part B pays 80% of 
		  covered costs and you pay 20% after you pay 
		  your deductible

	 •	 Your Part B premium is automatically deducted 
		  from your Social Security check by the government

How Do I Get Part A? Do I Have to Sign Up? 

If you get benefits from Social Security or the Railroad 
Retirement Board (RRB), you will automatically get Part 
A starting the first day of the month you turn age 65. 

If you have a disability: If you are under age 65 and 
disabled, you will automatically get Part A after you get 
disability benefits from Social Security or RRB for 24 
months.   

Most people don’t pay a premium for Part A because 
they paid Medicare taxes while working. If you aren’t 
eligible for premium-free Part A, you can buy Part A 
during the following times: 

Initial Enrollment Period -- the 7-month period 		
that begins 3 months before your 65th birthday and 
ends 3 months after your 65th birthday. 

General Enrollment Period -- from January 1 – 
March 31 each year.

Special Enrollment Period -- if you have group 
health coverage through you or your spouse’s 
employer or union. (See Part B Special 
Enrollment Period.)

If you aren’t getting Social Security or RRB benefits (for 
instance, if you are still working), you will need to sign 
up for Part A. You should contact Social Security 3 
months before you turn age 65 to sign up for Part A. 
For more information, visit www.socialsecurity.gov on 
the web or call Social Security at 1-800-772-1213. 

How Do I Get Part B? Do I Have to Sign Up? 

If you get benefits from Social Security or the Railroad 
Retirement Board (RRB), you will automatically get Part 
B starting the first day of the month you turn age 65. 

If you have a disability: If you are under age 65 and 
disabled, you will automatically get Part B after you get 
disability benefits from Social Security or RRB for 24 
months. 

If you aren’t getting Social Security or RRB benefits, 
and you want to get Part B, you will need to sign up for 
Part B when you are close to age 65. If you didn’t sign 
up for Part B when you first became eligible, you may be 
able to sign up during one of these times:

General Enrollment Period -- from January 1 – 
March 31 each year. Your coverage will begin on July 1. 
However, the cost of your Part B will go up 10% for 
each full 12-month period you could have had Part B 
but didn’t sign up for it, unless you qualify for a Special 
Enrollment Period (see below). You may have to pay this 
late-enrollment penalty as long as you have Part B. 

Special Enrollment Period -- if you wait to sign up for 
Part B because:

	 •	 you or your spouse are working and have group 
		  health plan coverage based on that work or 

	 •	 if you are disabled and you or a family member 
		  are working and have group health plan coverage 
		  based on that work …

… then you can sign up for Part B any time while 
you have group health plan coverage based on current 
employment or during the 8-month period that begins 

STEP 1 6 months before turning 65



When looking for Medicare Supplement coverage, be sure to ask 
other insurance companies if they offer any of the following for 
Plan F, the most comprehensive of all the standardized plans:

Just call [(XXX) XXX-XXXX] to use this complimentary service today.

the month the employment ends, or the group health plan 
coverage ends, whichever happens first.

	 •	 Start looking into Medicare Supplement coverage 
		  that supplements your Medicare Part A and 
		  Part B coverage

	 •	 You’ll want to note a company’s financial stability 
		  rating, customer service, claims handling and rates. 
		  Costs and services will vary by policy and company.

	 •	 Check out plans from American Republic Corp 		
		  Insurance Company (American Republic Corp). 		
		  You can easily find out more and get a free rate 		
		  quote by calling (XXX) XXX-XXXX. 

	

Get a “Welcome to Medicare” physical exam. There is 
no cost for the exam during this time frame but you are 
responsible for the Medicare Part B deductible. Most 
Medicare Supplements pay your Part B deductible.

If you enroll now, during your 
open enrollment period, you are 

GUARANTEED ACCEPTANCE with 
American Republic Corp and we’ll 

immediately cover any health issues 
you have. No waiting periods.

You can now take advantage of a Free Medicare Benefit Review to help you find answers to your questions on 
Medicare, its deadlines, and your options for Medicare coverage. One of our licensed personal agents will be 
happy to walk through your questions and help guide you on the path to signing up for Medicare or a Medicare 
supplement plan.

Freedom Solutions
Plan F

Other
Company

Freedom to see your own doctor Yes o

Freedom to see specialists without a referral Yes o

Virtually no claims paperwork Yes o

Couples discount that you can keep as long as you have your policy1 Yes o

Discounted rates for good health that stay with you as long as you have 
this coverage, even if your health changes2 Yes o

Coverage while you travel in the U.S Yes o

30-day money back guarantee Yes o

STEP 3 Within 6 months of having 
Medicare Part B

STEP 2 3 months before turning 65

1	 A couple is defined as two people living in the same household, regardless of sex, who are recognized as being legally married, married under  
	 common law, or having a civil union.
2	 In ND and TX, preferred rates are for non-tobacco users



American Republic Insurance Company was established in 1929. American Republic Corp 
Insurance Company is a wholly owned subsidiary of American Republic which has been serving 
Americans for 80 years.

All Across America,  
People Turn to Us For Answers

Every day people like you call our licensed insurance agents with questions about Medicare, its 
plans and deadlines. Now you can count on receiving solid guidance and advice on this complex 
topic. And you can count on complete confidentiality when you call. 

 
There’s no cost and no obligation.  We’ve set up your Free Medicare Benefit Review to give you 
more peace of mind and a better understanding about Medicare because … 

		  Knowing your rights and the benefits can help you get the most from Medicare and  
		  help you
			   •	 maintain your health 
			   •	 keep your current assets 
			   •	 protect your financial security.

To activate your free service, 
just call [(XXX) XXX-XXXX].

Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. government of the federal Medicare program.  
This is a solicitation of insurance and an agent may contact you. In CO, IL, KS, MS, MO, OK, OR, PA, SD and TX, coverage is available to 
qualified Medicare beneficiaries under age 65. In ND, please ask for details about Medicare Supplement Plans A, F, K and L. Call today for 
more information about the benefits, costs and limits.
© [2010] American Republic Corp Insurance Company, Omaha, Nebraska, 68164, [1-866-705-9100].  
® American Republic is a registered mark owned by American Republic Insurance Company. Plan availability varies by state. 
Policy Forms: A-3101AC; in MO, A-3101AC-MO; in OK, A-3101AC-OK; in PA, A3101AC-PA; in TN, A3101AC-TN; 
in TX, A3101AC TX

Z-2569	 [17 114 3243 0110 US]
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The Common Sense Guide to Medicare: 
3 Easy Steps to Avoid Incurring Higher Medicare Premiums due to Missed Deadlines

Now, before you turn 65, please take the time to review the following checklist of things to do as 
you prepare to enroll in Medicare coverage. As you complete each task, check the box next to it.

Begin reading about Medicare benefits – what’s covered, 
what Medicare pays and what you’ll be expected to pay:

Part A (Hospital Insurance) and 
Part B (Medical Insurance)

	 •	 Medicare provides this coverage

	 •	 You have your choice of doctors
	 •	 Generally, Medicare Part B pays 80% of 
		  covered costs and you pay 20% after you pay 
		  your deductible

	 •	 Your Part B premium is automatically deducted 
		  from your Social Security check by the government

How Do I Get Part A? Do I Have to Sign Up? 

If you get benefits from Social Security or the Railroad 
Retirement Board (RRB), you will automatically get Part 
A starting the first day of the month you turn age 65. 

If you have a disability: If you are under age 65 and 
disabled, you will automatically get Part A after you get 
disability benefits from Social Security or RRB for 24 
months.   

Most people don’t pay a premium for Part A because 
they paid Medicare taxes while working. If you aren’t 
eligible for premium-free Part A, you can buy Part A 
during the following times: 

Initial Enrollment Period -- the 7-month period 		
that begins 3 months before your 65th birthday and 
ends 3 months after your 65th birthday. 

General Enrollment Period -- from January 1 – 
March 31 each year.

Special Enrollment Period -- if you have group 
health coverage through you or your spouse’s 
employer or union. (See Part B Special 
Enrollment Period.)

If you aren’t getting Social Security or RRB benefits (for 
instance, if you are still working), you will need to sign 
up for Part A. You should contact Social Security 3 
months before you turn age 65 to sign up for Part A. 
For more information, visit www.socialsecurity.gov on 
the web or call Social Security at 1-800-772-1213. 

How Do I Get Part B? Do I Have to Sign Up? 

If you get benefits from Social Security or the Railroad 
Retirement Board (RRB), you will automatically get Part 
B starting the first day of the month you turn age 65. 

If you have a disability: If you are under age 65 and 
disabled, you will automatically get Part B after you get 
disability benefits from Social Security or RRB for 24 
months. 

If you aren’t getting Social Security or RRB benefits, 
and you want to get Part B, you will need to sign up for 
Part B when you are close to age 65. If you didn’t sign 
up for Part B when you first became eligible, you may be 
able to sign up during one of these times:

General Enrollment Period -- from January 1 – 
March 31 each year. Your coverage will begin on July 1. 
However, the cost of your Part B will go up 10% for 
each full 12-month period you could have had Part B 
but didn’t sign up for it, unless you qualify for a Special 
Enrollment Period (see below). You may have to pay this 
late-enrollment penalty as long as you have Part B. 

Special Enrollment Period -- if you wait to sign up for 
Part B because:

	 •	 you or your spouse are working and have group 
		  health plan coverage based on that work or 

	 •	 if you are disabled and you or a family member 
		  are working and have group health plan coverage 
		  based on that work …

… then you can sign up for Part B any time while 
you have group health plan coverage based on current 
employment or during the 8-month period that begins 

STEP 1 6 months before turning 65



When looking for Medicare Supplement coverage, be sure to ask 
other insurance companies if they offer any of the following for 
Plan F, the most comprehensive of all the standardized plans:

Just call [(XXX) XXX-XXXX] to use this complimentary service today.

the month the employment ends, or the group health plan 
coverage ends, whichever happens first.

	 •	 Start looking into Medicare Supplement coverage 
		  that supplements your Medicare Part A and 
		  Part B coverage

	 •	 You’ll want to note a company’s financial stability 
		  rating, customer service, claims handling and rates. 
		  Costs and services will vary by policy and company.

	 •	 Check out plans from American Republic Corp 		
		  Insurance Company (American Republic Corp). 		
		  You can easily find out more and get a free rate 		
		  quote by calling [(XXX) XXX-XXXX]. 

	

Get a “Welcome to Medicare” physical exam. There is 
no cost for the exam during this time frame but you are 
responsible for the Medicare Part B deductible. Most 
Medicare Supplements pay your Part B deductible.

If you enroll now, during your 
open enrollment period, you are 

GUARANTEED ACCEPTANCE with 
American Republic Corp and we’ll 

immediately cover any health issues 
you have. No waiting periods.

You can now take advantage of a Free Medicare Benefit Review to help you find answers to your questions on 
Medicare, its deadlines, and your options for Medicare coverage. One of our licensed personal agents will be 
happy to walk through your questions and help guide you on the path to signing up for Medicare or a Medicare 
supplement plan.

Freedom Solutions
Plan F

Other
Company

Freedom to see your own doctor Yes o

Freedom to see specialists without a referral Yes o

Virtually no claims paperwork Yes o

Couples discount that you can keep as long as you have your policy1 Yes o

Discounted rates for good health that stay with you as long as you have 
this coverage, even if your health changes2 Yes o

Coverage while you travel in the U.S Yes o

30-day money back guarantee Yes o

STEP 3 Within 6 months of having 
Medicare Part B

STEP 2 3 months before turning 65

1	 A couple is defined as two people living in the same household, regardless of sex, who are recognized as being legally married, married under  
	 common law, or having a civil union.
2	 In ND and TX, preferred rates are for non-tobacco users



American Republic Insurance Company was established in 1929. American Republic Corp 
Insurance Company is a wholly owned subsidiary of American Republic which has been serving 
Americans for 80 years.

All Across America,  
People Turn to Us For Answers

Every day people like you call our licensed insurance agents with questions about Medicare, its 
plans and deadlines. Now you can count on receiving solid guidance and advice on this complex 
topic. And you can count on complete confidentiality when you call. 

 
There’s no cost and no obligation.  We’ve set up your Free Medicare Benefit Review to give you 
more peace of mind and a better understanding about Medicare because … 

		  Knowing your rights and the benefits can help you get the most from Medicare and  
		  help you
			   •	 maintain your health 
			   •	 keep your current assets 
			   •	 protect your financial security.

To activate your free service, 
just call [(XXX) XXX-XXXX].

Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. government of the federal Medicare program.  
This is a solicitation of insurance and an agent may contact you. In CO, IL, KS, MS, MO, OK, OR, PA, SD and TX, coverage is available to 
qualified Medicare beneficiaries under age 65. In ND, please ask for details about Medicare Supplement Plans A, F, K and L. Call today for 
more information about the benefits, costs and limits.
© [2010] American Republic Corp Insurance Company, Omaha, Nebraska, 68164, [1-866-705-9100].  
® American Republic is a registered mark owned by American Republic Insurance Company. Plan availability varies by state. 
Policy Forms: A-3104AC; in MO, A-3104AC-MO; in OK, A-3104AC-OK; in PA, A3104AC-PA; in TN, A3104AC-TN; 
in TX, A3104AC TX
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